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curriculum to teach parents in all commu-
nities across America how to deal with reduc-
tion of demand of drugs—what to say, how
to say it, kind of a best practices effort. And
we’re determined to get the Congress to fund
this new concept about involving parents
more actively in the communities in which
we live.

And finally, the third initiative I talked
about today was how do we make sure that
people get treatment in America. We’ve got
to make sure that those who are hooked on
drugs are treated, and that’s why I’m asking
Congress to spend 1.6 billion additional dol-
lars for treatment over the next 5 years. It
is so important. I think an amazing statistic
is that a third of the drug users consume two-
thirds of the drugs. We’ve got people that
know no other life than drugs. And a compas-
sionate society is one that does something
about drug—people who are addicted. And
we’re going to do so.

I believe strongly that many of the best
drug programs are those founded upon faith,
that they exist because people understand
that if you change a person’s heart, you can
change their life. If a person’s heart becomes
changed, they themselves begin to make the
right, necessary choices, make the tough
choice of kicking the drug habit. A Govern-
ment should never fund religion, but Gov-
ernment should welcome and energize faith-
based programs which exist to help people
kick drugs.

Ours is a strategy based upon common
sense. But in order to make it work, it’s going
to be a strategy that is tenacious, that recog-
nizes that this isn’t about giving speeches. It
is about an administration that’s willing to
follow through and to stay focused. And my
pledge to the American people is because
I understand what a drug-free America can
mean for our future and for the hopes and
concerns of citizens from all walks of life,
that this isn’t a one-day event for the Bush
administration. This is a high priority. The
idea of substantially reducing drug abuse in
America is a priority of mine today, and it
will be a priority of mine so long as I’m fortu-
nate enough to hold this high office.

I have picked a good man in John Walters
to lead this effort. He’s got a lot of experi-
ence. He understands the need to reduce de-

mand. He understands the intricacies of
interdicting supplies that come into the
country. He has been in this office before,
working with Bill Bennett. But like me, he
is tenacious and focused. Like me, he is dedi-
cated to the single proposition of reducing
demand in America. And I look forward to
working with John. John’s going to find that
with this President, when called upon, I’ll
act. If he says this is a program that needs
a boost or a thank, I’ll be there, giving a boost
or giving the appropriate thanks.

We’re here to give thanks to the folks at
this program and in this center. So on behalf
of the American people and the people of
this community, thank you for your hard
work, for your love and for your compassion,
for your deep concerns about the youth of
this country. And thank you all for being here
and giving me such a warm welcome.

God bless, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. in the
Vienna Community Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor M. Jane Seeman of Vienna;
Speaker Vance Wilkins, Jr., Virginia House of Del-
egates; and author William J. Bennett, former Di-
rector, Office of National Drug Control Policy.
The Vienna-Madison Community Coalition is one
of 22 Community Anti-Drug Coalition of America
chapters in the Fairfax County Public Schools—
Safe and Drug-Free Youth Section.

Remarks Honoring the NCAA
Hockey Champion Boston College
Eagles
May 10, 2001

Well, thank you all very much. Welcome
to the White House. My honor to host you.
I know some of the players up here are from
Canada. I hope you feel just as welcome in
this house as your U.S. counterparts do.

I want to thank Father Leahy for being
here. I want to thank the athletic director.
Of course, I want to thank Coach York. It’s
an honor for me to host the mighty Eagles.
One of the great benefits of having my job
is, I do get to welcome championship teams
from all across our country. As a Governor
of Texas, the truth of the matter is I didn’t
get to welcome a lot of hockey teams.
[Laughter]

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 00:02 May 16, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD14MY01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



731Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / May 10

I’m also pleased to see some folks who
sometimes think I—on thin ice. [Laughter]
I think they know who I’m talking about.

Senator Kerry, thank you for being here,
sir. I appreciate Representatives Frank and
Markey. I appreciate Representative
Capuano. I’m glad you all are here. One of
the things that happens sometimes in politics
is, we disagree. But I think we’re learning
to disagree in an agreeable way. So you’re
welcome to the people’s house.

I also want to welcome my friend Ambas-
sador Paul Cellucci. I made a good pick when
I picked Paul to become the Ambassador to
Canada. He, of course, takes credit for the
fact that the BC Eagles won the national
championship, since he was the Governor at
the time.

Also before I turn to the coach, want to
remind folks that my sister is a BC Eagle,
and proudly so. She’s probably wondering
why I didn’t invite her here today. [Laughter]

This is a great place to honor champs. It’s
also a great place to play sports. We’ve got
a basketball court here. There’s a bowling
alley. There is a swimming pool. Recently,
there was a baseball yard for a tee-ball game.
I asked them why there’s no hockey rink, and
the truth of the matter is, Coach, there’s no
place to park the Zamboni. [Laughter]

But I do want to congratulate you all for
a great victory and a great championship. I
know your win over North Dakota was a
tough win. But I want to quote what one
of your players said—Mark McLennan.
Where are you, Mark? He said this about
the team, ‘‘There were no egos on this team.
We had great individual players, but nothing
was bigger than the team.’’ And that’s why
you’re the champs. I want to congratulate
you all for being champs.

I want to remind you that life is more than
just being champs on the ice. It’s important
to be a champ off the ice, as well. I’m sure
there’s some little kid up there in the Boston
area wondering how a champ behaves off the
ice. And you have the responsibility as a
champion to set the right example.

Coach, welcome to the White House. Con-
gratulations for being here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:10 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Rev. William P. Leahy, S.J., presi-

dent, Jeremiah F. York, hockey coach, and Eu-
gene B. DeFilippo, athletic director, Boston Col-
lege.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting an Outline of the 2001
Legislative Agenda for International
Trade
May 10, 2001

Dear lllll :
I am pleased to provide you with an outline

of my 2001 legislative agenda for inter-
national trade. I look forward to working
closely with you to enact it this year.

The trade agenda reflects my strong com-
mitment to open markets around the world
for the benefit of American workers, farmers,
and businesses. I also am committed to open
markets to provide lower prices and greater
choices for U.S. consumers and industries.
Open trade fuels the engine of economic
growth that creates new jobs and new income
in the United States and around the world.

We have no time to waste in reasserting
America’s leadership on trade. The President
has not had trade negotiating authority since
it expired in 1994. We can no longer afford
to sit still while our trading partners move
ahead without us.

For that reason, I have placed the enact-
ment of U.S. Trade Promotion Authority at
the top of my trade legislative agenda. U.S.
Trade Promotion Authority tells the world
that the President and the Congress are
united at the negotiating table in seeking to
strike the best possible deals for our country.
I am committed to working with the Con-
gress, on a bipartisan basis, to rebuild the
consensus needed to allow America to re-
assert its leadership in the trade arena. I hope
the enclosed framework for U.S. Trade Pro-
motion Authority will help us redouble our
efforts to secure the benefits of expanded
trade for the American people.

I hope you also will join me in moving the
other important components of my trade leg-
islative agenda to enactment this session as
well.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush
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